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AN 
HISTORICAL DE DUCTION 


OF 


GOVERNMENT, Oe. 


CTR, 


OTWITHSTANDING the Plea- 
ſure I received from your laſt, 
which brought with it an additio- 

nal Proof of your extenſive Frieng- 

ſhip and Benevolence, I confeſs my Indig- 
nation was not a little raiſed at the Report 
you mention to have been ſpread in your 

Neighbourhood, that I entertain Principles 

obnoxious to the preſent Government, and 

which appear to me deſtructive to the Well- 
being of our Conſtitution 3 I mean thoſe of 


Jacobitiſin. Whether this Calumny has its 
Origin from the Malice of my Enemies, 


or the Credulity of that deluded Set of 
People, who are ever willing to flatter them- 
ſelves with the Prevalence of their Opinion, 
I can by no means judge; but this I am 
certain, that my Conſcience acquits me, nor 
am I ſenſible that my own Conduct has 
given any room for ſuch a Belief. 
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The many Perplexities I have met with, 
and the fluctuating Situation of my private 
Circumſtances, have not permitted me to 
turn my Thoughts to Politics in any ſhape; 
nor indeed have I ever been prompted by 
Inclination to a. Diſquiſition into publick 
Affairs, as my Studies have, for the moſt 
part, been directed to the Profeſſion, by 


Which alone I had Hopes of being an uſeful 


Member of the Community. Ambition 1 
am as much a Stranger, and an Enemy to, as 
any Man living, and my Deſires are cir- 
cumſcribed within a very narrow Compats ; 


could I but once arrive at the Enjoyment 


of Independence and Tranquillity, 1 ſhould 
have no farther Wiſh, but think them cheap- 
ly purchaſed at the Expence of all my other 
Claims; for the Support and Succeſs of 
which, as my whole Confidence is in the 
well-known Equity of the Britiſp Laws, and 
the approved Integrity of the worthy Diſ- 
penſers of them, ſurely it muſt argue unac- 
countable Folly or Madneſs in me, to har- 
bour the moſt diſtant Thoughts that could 
be eſteemed injurious to that Government, 
whole Protection and Juſtice I am now ſu- 


ing for, 


But as you deſire me to be very explicite 
in declaring my real Sentiments, I muſt 
profeſs myſelf of no Party, and that I am 
not biaſſed or prepoſſeſſed in favour of any 
Set of Men or Principles, except a ſincere 
Loye for Liberty, and the Welfare of Se- 
@® .3 » * _ ciety 


"$8.1 
ciety in general. I have obſerved in all pre- 
judiced Perſons a ſort of Enthuſiaſm: that 
enſlaves the Mind, and fetters the Under- 
ſtanding ; Reaſon is led Captive by Opinion, 


to the Deſtruction of Knowledge, and even 
Humanity. This has been the Misfortune 


attending moſt of our Syſtem Founders, 
whether in Philoſophy, Religion, or Go- 
vernment, that they have not ſo much en- 
deavoured reaſonably to account for the va- 


rious Phoenomena of Nature, or to aſſign 


Effects to their proper Cauſes, as to recon- 
cile them to their favourite Syſtems. And 
if the Author of any particular Doctrine has 
but Credit and Authority enough to make 


it once faſhjonable, he need not doubt of 


having Followers who will implicitly and 
furiouſly maintain his Notions, and obſti- 
nately ſhut their Eyes, for fear they ſhould 
uſe them, and be undeceived. Truth is not 
to be come at without ſome Difficulty, and 
few People will be at the Pains: of carefully 
ſearching for it, but content themſelves 
with a ſervile Submiſſion to other Mens 
Thoughts, and think a great Name ſuffici- 
ent to vindicate their Belief. To what can 
be aſcribed that Oppoſition that was made 
to the Admiſſion of the Copernican and 
Harveian Diſcoveries by the Learned of their 
reſpective Ages (the Truth and Excellence 
of both which are now clearly evinced) but 
to an Unwillingneſs to receive any Opinion 
contradictory to their fayourite Hypotheſis, 
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60 
and a lazy Pride, that would neither ſuffer 
them to acknowledge their own ſo long 
continued Errors, nor be at the Trouble of 
candidly examining, and thereby forming an 
impartial Judgment of the Perfections of 
others ? 

In religious Matters Prejudice, or, as it is 


commonly termd, Zeal, is no leſs ſtrong, 


though more dangerous; 3 as its firſt Princi. 
ples commonly take Root in the Cradle, and 
gather Strength by a narrow Courſe of Edu- 
cation, as Mr. Dryden obſerves: 


The Prieſt continues what the N urſe beges, 
And thus the Child impoſes on the Man. 


I would be underſtood to mean only thoſe 
falſe Prejudices that induce Men to build 
their Faith or Religion merely on the Credit 
of others, without endeayouring to inform 
their Underſtandings of the Truth of their 
Belief. With what Envy, Rage, and Ma- 


lice, have we ſeen Bigots to Opinion perſe- 


cuting one another, as they were ſupported 
by Power, for Things in themſelves alto- 
gether indifferent? Fire and Faggot have 
been mutually employed to a their 


Adverſaries; an Inſtance of which, we have 
in that fatal Diſpute between the Surplice 


and the Cloak, which ſet theſe three King- 
doms in a Flame, and for a time ſubverted 


the Conſtitution, If we would but make 
Reaſon our Guide, and ſubmit every Pro- 
poſition 


* 

poſition to that Teſt, we ſhould neither ad- 
mit or reject any Tenet upon the bare Per- 
ſuaſion of others, however dignified or diſ- 
tinguiſhed ; nor blindly attach ourſelves to 
a Multitude to do Evil. As to my own 
part, with the great Mr. Locke, © I de- 
« ſign to take my Religion from Scripture 
„ and then, whether ir ſuits, or ſuits not 
© with any other Denomination, I am not 
© much concerned; for, I think, at the Laſt 
« Day, it will not be enquired whether I 
* was of the Church of England, or Ge- 
« neva, but whether I ſought or embraced 
* Truth in the Love of it.” 

And as I deſire to be indulged in a free 
Way of Thinking in regard to Religion, ſo 
I would in Politicks, and not be obliged to 
join any Party, but upon a thorough Con- 
viction, that their Principles were directed 
according to the ſtrict Rules of Reaſon and 
Juſtice, and calculated truly to promote the 
publick Good. An obſtinate Prepoſſeſſion 
in fayour of particular Forms of Govern- 
ment, or of particular Perſons or Families, 
have been equally fatal to the Well-being of 
ſeveral once powerful States; and whoever 
takes a ſerious View of the Courſe and Suc- 
ceſſion of Civil Hiſtory, muſt be convinced, 
that the greateſt Tranſactions, both in Peace 
and War, (not only to the Difturbance, bur 
even Deſtruction of the reſpective Commu- 
nities) have owed their Riſe to this very 

| vo Caulc. 
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Cauſe. The long Conteſt between the rival 
States of Sparta and Athens, and which 
ended in the Ruin of both, ſeem to have 
drawn their Origin from a too vehement 
Fondneſs for their own Forms of Govern- 
ment, and a mutual Deſire to make each 
the Rule and Srandard of the other. The 
Intereſt of a State is not always conſidered 
in the Determination of its Counſels, and 
the Welfare of the whole is too often ſu- 
perſeded for the ſake of indulging a perverſe 
Paſſion for ſome particular Object. The 
Factions of the Guelphs and Gzbelines in 
Italy, and of Tork and Lancaſter, the White 
and Red Roſe in England, threw the dif- 
ferent Parts where they prevailed, into the 
moſt terrible Convulſions, and were purſued 
with as much Eagerneſs and Cruelty on 
both Sides, as if the Deciſion of the Con- 
troverſy had been to determine the Fate of 
the whole World, when, in reality, they 
were of no Importance to the Good of So- 
ciety. In like manner, People of late Days 
have ranked themſelves under the Denomi- 
nation of hig and Tory, and been mutu- 
ally implacable Enemies to each other; not 
becauſe they were convinced of the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of cither's Tenets, but as they have 
been taught or prepoſſeſſed to one or the 
other. The ſame infatuating Biaſs of Mind 
attaches thoſe miſtaken People the Faco- 
bites, to the Intereſt of the Deſcendants of 
the late King James II. and from a firm 

5 Perſuaſion 
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Petſuaſion that the Right to the Crown of 
Great-Britain is annexed to the Perſon of 
a Stuart, they would not ſcruple to break 
through all Bonds ſocial or civil, and to ſa- 
crifice the Libertics of their Country, to 
paye the Way to his Aſcent to the Throne. 
When Mankind firſt began to form them- 
ſelves into diſtinct Societies, Neceſſity obli- 
ged them to agree upon certain Regulations 
whereby to determine their Conduct to each 
other, for the Preſervation of Order and 
Tranquillity, and for Security againſt private 
Rapine or publick Invaſion; and to enforce 
a due Obſervance of theſe Regulations, they 
delegated in one or more of their reſpective 
Bodies: . executive Power to compel 
Obedience by Puniſhment or Reward. This 
appears to have been the Source of Govern- 
ment in general: And as in this firſt State 
of Nature, there muſt have been an abſo- 
lute Equality in every one's Pretenſions, there 
could have been no Competition or Claim 
of Right to this Authority, in any Perſon 
or Perſons, by reaſon of any natural Supe- 
riority, but the Choice was directed by an 
approved Knowledge of the Probity and 
Moderation of the Elected, and the Sub- 
miſſion to him voluntary, as conducive to 
the Well-being and Happineſs of the Com- 
munity. 
What particular Mode of Government 
chiefly prevailed in the firſt Ages, is of little 
Conſequence, as we may reaſonably pre- 
B ſume 
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ſume it underwent ſeveral Changes, and 
was frequently new modell'd according to 
the Conveniencies or Inconveniencies experi- 
enced by the People. As Property happen- 
ed to be unequally veſted by the Induſtry 
and Cunning of ſome, and Idleneſs and 
Folly of others, Ambition and Intrigue in- 
troduced themſelves into the Seat of Power, 
and forged thoſe Chains, which Superſtition 
riveted, and which; afterwards, by Degrees, 
enſlaved balf Mankind. Aſpiring and de- 
ſigning Spirits obtained the Reins of Go- 
vernment, and, by an artful Application to 
the Paſſions and Prejudices of the Unwary 
and Unthinking, not only maintained their 
Authority to themſelves, but delivered it 
down to their Poſterity; whence ſprang 
hereditary Monarchs. And as this Method 
of tranſmitting the Sovereignty to one Fa- 
mily, removed the Inconveniencies of Com- 
petitors for Rule, and prevented the factious 
Diſputes of the Opulent and Ambitious, 
which had been found, by Experience, to 
bring many Calamities on the Conſtitution. 
Men ſoon grew enamoured with their Fet- 
ters, and Cuſtom eſtabliſhed a ſort of pre- 
ſcriptive Right in the Family once poſſeſſed. 

But ſtill the Traces of original Liberty 
were not ſo far blotted out, that Princes 
could make their own arbitrary Will and 


the contrary, they were obliged to as 
exact a Conformity to the eſtabliſhed Lowe 
5 Q 
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(11) 
of the Community, both in publick and 
private Affairs as any Subject. The Eg yp- 
tians (who were perhaps the moſt antient 
Nation in the World, and who are faid 


to have been the firſt Contrivers of eſtabliſh- 


cd Rules of Government, whereby to ren- 
der Life eaſy, and the People happy; and 
whoſe Laws and Inſtitutions were not reve- 
renced by thoſe only who lived under their 
immediate Influence and Protection, but 
were equally admired by the Legiſlators of 
other Countries, who borrowed from them 
the beſt Part of thoſe they afterwards eſta- 
bliſhed at home) reſtrained their Monarchs 
under certain Regulations for their Conduct 
in private Life, as well as under an implicit 


Subjection to the Laws of the Kingdom in 


publick ; Vice had no Opportunity of Acceſs 
into the Palace, nor had Royalty the Power 
to ſatisfy irs more dangerous Appetires, by 


wronging or oppreſſing the Subjet. And 


while Juſtice and Moderation directed the 
Actions of their Kings, the People not only 
loved, but adored them, and would have 


ſacrificed whatever was dear to them for 


their Safety. 
Nothing more contributed to keep alive 


this Spirit of Liberty, than the antient Sim- 


plicity of Manners ; their Deſires were few, 
and limited only to the Preſervation and 
1 Improve- 
* Diodorus Siculus, Lib. I. 8 

Aaybtiorum Reges ex lege ſud Fudices jurejurando adi- 


gebant, fi vel Rex juſſifſet quid judicare non juſte, nom ob- 


temperaturos. PLUTARCHI Apothegmata. 
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Improvement of their reſpective Properties, 
till Eaſe and Plenty introduced Wantonneſs 
and Luxury ; the generous Principles of Vir- 
tue and Freedom, then became Victims to 
ſelfiſh Paſſions and vicious Appetites; Pride, 
Envy, and Avarice, uſurped the Direction of 
Mankind, and influenced them to mutual 
Acts of Violence and Oppreſſion; Jealouſy 
of Power gave Birth to Diſputes, and thoſe 
Diſputes to Wars, that for the moſt part 
ended in the entire Subjection of the Con- 
quered, who were reduced to the Neccſlity 
of ſubmitting their Perſons and Poſſeſſions 
to the uncontroulable Will of the Victors. 
Power now began to take larger Strides, 
under pretence of this new Right of Con- 
queſt; and from being accuſtomed to treat 
the Vanquiſhed as Slaves, aſſumed the ſame 
Authority over its natural Dependents ; and 
as the Enlargement of Dominion and Ac- 
quiſition of Property flattered rhe Ambitious 
and Covetous with the Gratification of their 
Wiſhes, Men grew leſs careful about the 
Preſervation of their Liberties, than anxious 
to rob their Neighbours. Under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, it was not difficult to an enter- 
priſing Genius, poſſeſſed of the ſupreme Ma- 
eiltracy, and who had been ſucceſsful in his 
Undertakings, to perſuade a People (whole 
Minds were corrupted, and Manners depra- 
ved) into ſo good an Opinion of his Abili- 
tics, as to ſubje themſelves to his arbitrary 

Will, 
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Will, and by that means eſtabliſh Tyranny 
and deſpotic Government. 

It has ever been the Policy of Princes who 
have aimed at unlimited Sovereignty, to di- 
vert the Attention of their Subjects from 


examining into their Deſigns, by engaging 


them in foreign Purſuits, or to enervate 
their natural Diſpoſitions, by introducing 
and countenancing effeminate Pleaſures, as 
the only Means of rendering Oppreſſion leſs 
obvious, and more ſecurely to fit them for 
the Yoke intended to be impoſed. | 

But the various Oppreſſions that had been 


felt under the Adminiſtration of Princes who 


had made themſelves arbitrary, very early 
animated thoſe Nations (in whom the Sparks 
of Virtue and publick Spirit were not to- 


tally extinguiſhed) to endeavour the Refor- 
mation of Government; to effectuate which, 


the firſt Step they took, was either to abridge 
or aboliſh the regal Authority. Thus, in 
Sparta, * Lycurgus appointed a Senate con- 
ſiting of twenty-eight Perſons, in whom 


were veſted the ſupreme Management of Civil 


Affairs, to maintain a due Ballance between 
the Kings and the People; and in his Laws 
took Care to prevent, as far as he was able, 
any one being powerful enough to oppreſs 
his Fellow-Citizens, by engroſſing too large 
a Share of Property, or any one being ſo 
neceſſitous, as to expoſe them to the Danger 


of Corruption; and that Luxury and Vo- 


luptuouſneſs 
Plutarch in Vita Lycurgi. 
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( 14 ) 
luptuouſneſs might have no Means of Ad- 
miſſion, he regulated Dreſs and Diet by par- 
ticular Inſtitutions. 
In like manner the Athenians took the 
firſt Opportunity to aboliſh even the Name 
of King, and to commit the Direction and 
Management of the State to elective Magiſ- 
trates, under the Title of Archons ; and ha- 
ving experienced the Miſchiefs ariſing from 
this Dignity being held for Life, they reduced 
its Duration to ten Years : But as the Abuſe 
of Power called for a farther Regulation, 
they not only limited this Office to one 
Year, but divided the Authority that had been 
heretofore exerciſed by one Perſon, between 
nine. * Solon, by the unanimous Deſire of 
the People, made farther Improvements in 
the Conſtitution, which had been greatly 
diſturbed by the Severities the Rich uſed to- 
wards the Poor on account of their Debts, 
and the altcrnate Struggles between the No- 
bles and the Commonalty for Rule. To re- 
medy theſe Evils, he firſt contrived to re- 
move the chief Cauſe of Animoſity, by re- 
lieving the Oppreſſions of the meaner Sort; 
and to preſerve an Equilibrium in Power, he 
raiſed the Reputation of the Areopagites to 
ſerve as a Check upon the Senate, and ap- 
pointed a Senate of four hundred to be choſen 
by Ballot, to be a Reſtraint upon the Licen- 
tiouſneſs of the People ; by which means he 
endeavoured to guard againſt the arbitrary 
Thirſt 
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. 
Thirſt of Dominion in the Nich, and the 
unreaſonable Deſire of Freedom in the Com- 
mons. 


The other Greek States were not leſs jea- 


lous of their Liberties, nor leſs averſe to 
monatchical Government; King and Tyrant 
were almoſt ſynonomous Terms; and while 
they ſtrictly adhered to theſe generous Prin- 
ciples, the united Forces of Perſia were not 
able to bring them under Subjection. 

The Roman Policy underwent ſeveral Al- 
terations, and experienced almoſt all the dif- 
ferent Forms of Government that had before 
prevailed. In their Infant State elective Mo- 
narchy was preferred by the Voice of the 


Pcople; for notwithſtanding Romulus had 


enjoyed the chief Conduct of the Colony 
during the building of the City, and was 
himſelf the Grandſon of a King, he did not 
pretend to exerciſe or claim any Superiority 
over his Companions, but ſubmitted to them- 
ſelyes the Choice both of the Form and Per- 
ſon whereby they would be governed: And 
though the Election was unanimouſly deter- 
mined in his Favour, he did not aſſume a 
deſpotic Power over his Subjects; but after 
having eſtabliſhed a due Subordination of 
Rank, and taken the moſt effectual Meaſures 
to preſerve Unity and Concord, he. wiſely 
inſtituted a Senate, and made them and the 
People Partakers of his Authority : To him- 
_ {elf he reſerved the Care of religious Affairs, 
the Execution of the Laws, the Application 


of 


EA ”y = - = 
J. iy.» FC > . . "——_— ” 
E 2 


r 
7. 2 4 


6 — * . 
7 — — 2 
* 


LA? hd. 


N L pn 
- CY 


- 


— 
— mu — 
* — * E PR_— — 
2 1 _ A 1 — . - 2 * 2 „ 
- — 8 _ 
= 2 
\ - © — 3 - 5 * — — —-— 
C bt Tz — * . . — 2 ho. * 
- — > — he <=. A w_ — — 
” = _ : ba - 1 2 - — ＋ = 7 2 2 
a 5 =- 8 ＋ + - p 
> . : : * n K * Pa - bot 42 n= 4 
— 0 
4 < * — — — — * * — - 
- . * « ** - * 5 4 E 3 — — % _ * 
. - „„ 3 : .. ö 7 - * 7 > >< — 7 2 4 
CW bes ” _ p ——- . " , 4 -1 
: * — 2 
: = _ o- 5 — — p K > — - — — - 8 
. - — — * = - +» W 2 a w —_ — 
a — ba _ 6 - — 
wad "oF - * — 232 —— Az =” - —— Bans cc 3 F - WE A n 

. hy => - , : 4 ve — - — — * — — — — — E : 
— — — 5 k — — _ 2 — — - 2 — S=4 — 
— — - —_ : Go #5; — 4 - 7 — 4 

- * W ye So * F . — 


= — —— 
— 7 — 
- -- _ <> 


— * - 822 
— * —— 
— ð X ũ 
— — —— ; — * — — " _ — 
2 * l , . 


— . n - > — * jo "4 4 
*% G _- = — 
= 4< 5 ACE — oo wr Ye I Y . . 2 « - —_—. : 2 
—— —' ES * N N : 
- > 1 — - * - 
* — — _ — * way, — 4 g — 0 
- A = 
2 d 
a; tl 3d 
N ot g — <. - - \ 
£2 _ : - 7 i. 2 Aya : Ps 
2 > — — - 
- _ ä * X < p< — 22 2 — 
= - * . 
_ _ : 
— - _ 
wy * 3 — % - - - — —_— 
= 2 — — * — * 4) 
—— 
— 2 = ho _ — . 
* — _ — - 
2 — — — < 
- — — 


236-3 

of the publicx Money, the Command of the 
Army, and the Privilege of aſſembling the 
Senate and People. The Senate, who were 
choſe equally out of the Patricians, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Tribes by themſelves, 
had the Cognizance of ſome Cauſes, and 
the Liberty of debating and determining any 
Propoſition of the King's, according to the 
Plurality of Voices. In the People was 
lodged the Power of electing Magiſtrates, 
and enacting Laws, and their Aſſent was 


neceſſary to any War that was propoſed. 


By theſe prudent Regulations, Romulus 
engaged the Affections of his Subjects to the 
higheſt Degree; nevertheleſs, as ſoon as he 
attempted to extend his Prerogative beyond 
the Bounds himſelf had preſcribed, he fell 
a Sacrifice to the Reſentment of thoſe he 


was about to injure. 


The Conſtitution ſtill continued in the 
ſame Form under a Succeſſion of divers 
Kings, all appointed by the free Choice of 
the People, who in their Elections ſeem to 
have been influenced by nothing but the 
Abilities of the Perſon cholcn ; no other 
Claim was ever offered for the Poffeſſion of 
the Throne, till Tarquin the Prond firſt. 
pretended a Right of Inheritance from his 
Grandfather; and under that Pretence, and 
by a Series of unparalled Cruelties, made his 
Way to it; and as he poſſeſſed himſelf of 
Power, in Contradiction to the Laws, by 
uſurping the Crown without the 2 

3 O 
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of the People ſo he behaycd himſelf, during 
his whole Reign, like a moſt inhuman ar- 
bitrary Tyrant. His Subjects, juſtly provo- 
ked at his numberleſs Oppreſſions, and in- 
ſupportable Barbarity, gladly embraced the 
firſt Opportunity to deprive him of the King- 
dom, and paſſed a Decree for the Baniſh- 
mcnt of him and his Family, which put an 
End to the regal Title at Rome. 

As Monarchy had been found prejudicial 
to the Intereſt of the State, and Welfare of 
the People, to guard againſt the like dange- 
rous Inconveniencies for the future, they 
determined not to truſt the Direction of the 
Government to one Man; whcrefore, in- 
ſtead of Kings, they ſubſtituted two Magi- 
ſtrates, whole Power and Authority were to 
be equal, and who were to be conſidered as 
ſupreme, with the Denomination of Con- 
ſuls; and to ſecure this Dignity from be- 
coming deſtructive or formidable to the Li- 
berties of the Publick, the Election to it was 
annual, by which means thoſe who were 
preferred to it, were ioftructed as well how 
to obey as to command. 

The Kingdom being by this means con- 
verted into a Commonwealth, ſuffered but 
few Altcrations for a long Courſe of Years; 
the moſt material were occaſioned by' the 
poorer Sort and Debtors, being too rigo- 
rouſly treated by the Rich and Powerful, "by 
whica Complaints and Murmurs among the 
inferior Claſſes, diſturbed thc Traiquillity of 

C che 
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the Republick, and, by the Crafty and Tur- 
bulent, frequently ripened into Sedition. 
Hitherto the chief Power had been lodged 
in the Body of the Patricians, from whence 
the Conſuls and Senators. were chgſen; and 
though the Authority af the People had been 
conſi derably augmented ſince the Abolition 
of the regal State, the Plebeians were till 
deſirous of clipping the Conſular and Sena- 
torial Privileges, and adding to their own ; 
while, on the other hand, the Patricians ob- 
ſtinately oppoſed making any condeſcenſions 
to the requeſts of the Populace. To ſup- 
preſs theſe tumults, and to evade the Force 
of the Law, that allowed final Appeals to the 
Aſſembly of the People, which obſtructed 
the Puniſhment of the Seditious, the Senate 
thought fit to create one ſupreme Magiſ- 
trate, whoſe Power, . as long as it laſted, 
ſhould he abſolute and uncontrouled, to which 
the People, by Artifice, were prevailed on to 
conſent. This new Officer bore the Title 
of Dictator, during whoſe Authority (which 
was not to exceed "Gx Months) all the other 
Magiſtracigs were ſuſpended ; while he alone 
was Arbiter of the Laws, and from his 
Judgment lay no Appeal. 

The Adminiſtration of this temporary 
Authority, was neyer conferred but on the 
moſt. important Occaſions, as the moſt ef. 
fectual Expedient to quell domeſtick Inſur- 
rections, or to repel foreign Invaſions; and 

as ſoon as the Purpoſe for which the DiQa- 
york had been —_— was fully _— 
C 
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he was obliged to reſign his Power, and .was 


conſidered but as a private Citizen, and the 
Conſtitution reverted to its old Form. Tho' 
this ſerved as an immediate Remedy againſt 


preſent Inconveniencies, it did nor abate the 
Diſcontents and Animoſitics Oppreſſion and 
Jealouſly had raiſed. The oppoſite Intereſts 
of the Patricians and Plebeians divided the 
City into different Partics, between whom 


there was a Tontinual Emulation for Domi- 
nion, Which was purſucd on both Sides with 
the utmoſt Obſtinacy. The Commons ne- 


ver failed taking Advantage of any publick 
Troubles (when their Aid was neccſlary i in 
raiſing Levies to oppoſe an Enemy) to in- 
ſiſt upon a Redreſs of Grievances, and to in- 
troduce ſome of their own Body into the 


Legiſlature; by this Means the Officers of 
State wete frequently multiplicd; and as all 


Places of Truſt and Poſts of Honour in the 


Covernment; were diſpoſed of by the Suf- 
frages of the People, whoſe Poverty expoſed 
them to Venality and Corruption, the Road 


to Preferment was by Bribery and Adulation. 


The Opulent and Ambitious knew ſo well 


how to profit by this factious and mercenary. 


Diſpoſition of the Electors, as to poſſeſs 
_ themſelves of the exerciſe of Power, by 
flattering the Licentiouſneſs of ſome, and 
ſupplying the Neceſſities of others. And as 
the martial Genius of the Romans continu- 


ally prompted them to foreign Wars, and 


their unbounded Pride to add Province to 
" oY Province, 
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acknowledge their Sovereignty, they were 
under a neceſſity of ſupporting large ſtand- 
ing Armies for the maintenance "of their 
Conqueſts; the Commanders of which be- 
ing enriched by the Plunder of the van- 
quiſhed Places, were furnithed with the 
Means of perpetuating their Authority, by 
an artful Application of their Wealth, and 
a criminal Popularity, till they contrived the 
Means to overturn that Conſtitution they 
were appointed to protect, and eſtabliſh 


themſelves Tyrants at the Expence of the 


Liberties of their Country. 


Nevertheleſs, deſpotic Power could not at 
once triumph over Men ſo paſſionately fond 
of Freedom, without preſerving the Ap- 
pearance of their former Cuſtoms; where- 
fore Hlla and Ceſar aſſumed only the 


Dictatorial Authority; and when OFavi- 


anus (who had been taught, by the Fate 
of his Uncle, to fear the Reſentments of an 


injured People) uſurped the Reins of Go- 


vernment, his firſt Care was to get all his 
Procecdings ratified by the Senate (which 


he had properly modelled to fit his Purpoſc) 


and by that Means conſtituted a Tyranny of 
the moſt dangerous ſort, a Tyranny that had 
the Sanction of Law; to ſupport which, he 


took the moſt effectual Methods to attach 


the Soldiery inviolably to his Intereſt; and 
to reconcile the Populace to his Meaſures, 
he affected to act only as thcir particular 


Magiſtrate, 


(21) 
Magiſtrate, by virtue of his Tribunitial Power 


and by entertaining them with Varicty of 


Sports and Shews, he kept them in good 
Humour, and rendered them not only in- 


ſenſible of their Danger, but even inſtru- 


mental to their own Slavery. What par- 
ticularly favoured this Tranſition from a 
Commonwealth to Monarchy, was the uni- 
verſal Degeneracy of Manners that prevailed 
at Rome; Luxury and Prodigality had de- 
bauched and ſunk the Commonalty, and 
made the Nobility venal and yicious, Stran- 
gers to private Virtue or publick Glory ; that 
noble Zeal for Patriotiſm, whereby the 
Romans uſed to be diſtinguiſhed, was now 
changed to an abject Submiſſion, and ſervile 
Adulation to the arbitrary Wills of their 
haughty Emperors, or ;nfolent Miniſters. 

Io theſe Cauſes may be aſcribed the Im- 


poſition of Tyranny, and the Loſs of Li- 


berty to the braveſt People in the World; 
and the ſame Meaſures that were conveni- 
ent to effect an Uſurpation, were alſo ne- 
ceſſary to protect and continue it to Poſte- 
tity; whence moſt of the ſucceeding Em- 
perors ſeem to have made it a ſtanding 
Maxim, to ſupplant Virtue by encouraging 
libidinous and effeminate Diverfions, and to 


intimidate the Reſolute by numerous mili- 


tary Forces, as the ſureſt Way to ſecure 
their ill- gotten Power. 


lt may be worth Obſervation, that not- 
withſtanding the Pride and Cruelty where- 
with 


622) 
with the greateſt Part of the Roman Em: 
perors exerciſed their Authority; and tho 
it was cuſtomary among them to fſominate 
their Succeſſors, yet to maintain an dut- 
ward Shew of Legality, they thought it ne- 
ceſſary to have their Titles recognized and 
approved by the Senate; and after the Ex- 
tinction of the Claudian Family, this Dig- 
nity was never long preſerved by a lineal 
Succeſſion in any other, but was at length 
wholly in the Diſpoſal of the Armies, which 
were very numerous, and each equally deſi- 
rous to prefer their reſpective Leaders or 
Favourites. By this Multiplicity of Rivals 
for Empire, their Power was ſo much weak- 
ened, that they were obliged to deſert their 
more diſtant Conqueſts, for the ſake of pre- 
ſerving the more contiguous Provinces. 
The Britains were almoſt the firſt that 
were, by this Means, freed from the Roman 
Bondage, though it was not long before 
they were neceſlitated to be ſubject to ano- 
ther. The Ravages of the Scots and Pitts 
induced them to apply to tlie Saxons for 
Aſſiſtance, who, from being their Protec- 
tors, ſoon became their Conquetors, and 
either forced them to ſeek Refuge in other 
Countries, or drove them into the moſt de- 
folate Parts of their own, while the Victors 
repeopled the Iſland with their own Coun- 
trymen, and brought with them their owt 
Laws, Cuſtoms, and Form of Government; 
from whence is derived the Plan of our pre- 
ſent 
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ſent happy Conſtitution. Courage, Mag» 
nanimity, Love of Liberty, and Contempt 
of Death, were the Characteriſticks of our 
Anglo- Saxon Anceſtors. The Countries 
that were ſubject to them, were divided in- 
to ſeveral Pagi or Diſtricts, over each of 
which was appointed an Head or Prince, 
who was accountable for his Behaviour to 
the general Aſſembly of the Nation, where 
cvery native Freeman had a Right to be 
preſent. * At this Aſſembly a publick Gene- 
ral was choſen, who during a War was in- 
veſted with an almoſt ſovereign Power, but 
his Authority cealed as ſoon as Peace com- 
menced ; nor did it extend to the Impoſi- 
tion of Taxes, or Inſtitution of Laws. Here 
likewiſe the Princes were elected, all pub- 
lick Grievances redreſſed, and Whatever was 
eſteemed bencficial to the Community tranſ- 
acted. To prevent the ill Conſequences of 
any precipitate Reſolutions which might be 
taken in ſo confuſed à Meeting, it is not 
improbable that the Princes might be conſi- 
dered as a Standing Senate, or Upper Houſe, 
to conſult in any Emergeney, to aſſemble 


the People, and to prepare Matters for their 


Determination. To them likewiſe was re- 
ferred the Performance of Embaſſies, and 
Reception of foreign Embaſſadors: But all 
Affairs of Conſequence to the publick Good, 
were determined by the general Aſſembly, 
wherein the Princes had no farther Weighr, 

than 


„ Squire's Enquiry into the Foundation of the Ex- 
„ Copſtitution, Page 66. 
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(24) 
than what aroſe from a Knowledge of their 
perſonal Merit. 

This political Form, which the Saxons 
derived from the Germans, was by the for- 
mer tranſplanted into England when they 
obtained a Settlement there; but the Name 


of General was changed into that of King 


by * Hengiſt, when ke eſtabliſhed himſelf in 
Kent ; though this new Title gave no new 
Power, and grew hereditary merely through 
the Confuſion of thoſe Times, nevertheleſs 
the Succeſſion was frequently interrupted, 
even in the moſt orderly States of the Hep- 


tarcy, for the Wjttena Cemot, or General 


Aſſembly, reſerved the Power of approving 
or depoſing their Kings; and when any of 
them aſſumed the Diſpoſal of the Kingdom 
by Will, it was of no Force till it had re- 
ceived the Approbation of the Whole in 
the publick Meeting. They diſtinguiſhed 
between Treaſon againſt the Kingdom, and 


againſt the King ; the former was puniſhed 


with the Loſs of Life and Eſtate, the latter 
only with a large Finc. 
During the Time of the Heptarchy, as 


each Kingdom had irs particular Head, ſo 


they had their reſpective Mittena Gemots : ; 
but in Caſes of Emergence, there was a ge- 
neral Mecting of all the Seven States, when 
a Generaliflimo was appointed, who preſi- 
ded over the whole Saxon Nation; and ſuch 
other Affairs were managed and determined, 
as related to the common Good, 


The 


* 731d. Page 193. 
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The continual Irruptions of the Danes 
for ſeveral Years, introduced many Diſor- Nl. 
ders into the Conſtitution, that when Al- 
fred had eftabliſhed Tranquillity in his Do- 9 
minions, he thought it neceſſary to make ft | 
many Regulations to ſecure it. The princi- _ 
pal of theſe were his Diviſion of the whole | 
Kingdom into Counties, the Counties into 
Hundreds, and the Hundreds into Tythings; 
and whoeyer could not tell what Tything 
he belonged to, was puniſhed as a Vagrant. 
And for the. further Preſervation of the 
Peace, each of theſe Diviſions from the - 
County to the Houſcholder, was accountable = 
for the Behaviour of it Subordinates: Oy oer 
each of theſe Bodies an Head was choſen an- | 
nually by the reſpective Members, who * 
| probably ſerved alſo as its Repreſcntative at 
the Mittena Cemot. By another Regula- 
tion of this Prince's, all Reſolutions con- 
ccrning the Publick, were to pals through 
three ſeveral Councils; the firſt of which 
confilted of ſuch only as the King had a 
particular Eſteem for, where all Affairs were 
firſt debated ; from thence they were refer- 
red to the ſecond, which was compoſed of 
a certain Number of Biſhops and other No- 
blemen, all appointed by the King; and 
laſtly, to the Mittena Gemot, in which 
were compriſed all the Nobility Spiritual and 
Temporal, and the Repreſentatives of the 
People, independent of the Regal Autho- 
D rity 


® Squire, Page 242. 
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rity. The royal Prerogatives conſiſted in 
the Power of creating the Nobility, the 
confirming and executing the Laws, the 
pardoning Criminals, and the coining Mo- 
ney, though its Value could not be altered 
or abaſed, without the Conſent of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. 

Under Edward the Confeſſor there were 
three Sorts of Laws, the Weſt Saxon, Mer- 
cian, and Daniſh ; and to prevent the Con- 
fuſion that muſt neceſſarily happen by this 
Diverſity, he united them all into one Body, 
which was ever after the Standard of the 
People's Demands againſt any Encroachment 
of the ſuture Kings. 

The Norman Conqueſt produced many 
Alterations in the State, and occaſioned the 
Suſpenſion of the old Laws for many Yeats; 
though the Conqueror choſe to preſerve 
the Appearance of the antient Right to the 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne, and to aſcribe his 
Dignity rather to the free Election of the 
People, than to Force. In the ſeveral At- 
tempts that were made during his Reign to 
thak2 off tac Yoke, it may be obſerved, the 
King's Partiaiity to his natural Subjects the 
Normans, and his Oppreſſions to the Eng. 
lige, were aſſigned as the Reaſons for thoſe 
Inſurrections, "and. not the Defence or Sup- 
port of the lincal Heir, notwithſtanding the 
hereditary Pretenſions of Edgar, who was 
at the {ame time in the Kingdom, were in- 
gonteſtable. 


J In 
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In like manner Milliam, Henry, and 
* Frephen, could not pretend to the Crown. 
by any natural Right of Deſcent, but by 
courting the People with fair Promiſes, ob- 
tained their Aſſent, and in their Charters, 
acknowledge the Derivation of their Power 
from thence. Theſe Princes, as well as 
their Succeſlors, were very profule in their 
Promiſes, though very negligent in the Per- 
formance of them ; and as their boundleſs 
Ambition prompted them to extend their 
Prerogatives at the Expence of the Privileges 
of their Subjects; the latter, wearied with 
the intolerable Oppreſſions and Exactions of 
the former, obliged King John to grant them 
that Charter, by which thoſe valuable Li- 
berties we now enjoy, were ſolemnly ſettled 
and confirmed ; by the 7oth Article of 
which, we may reaſonably preſume the Doc- 
trine of abſolute Non: reſiſtance had not then 
gained that Credit it did afterwards, ſeeing 
a Power is therein granted to the People 
to compel the King to an exact Compliance 

with all its Contents, as we may learn from 
the Words, dig. And whereas for the 
'* Honour of God, and the Amendment 
of our Kingdom, and for quicting the Diſ- 
cord that has ariſen between us and our 

Barons, we have granted all the Things 
bs aforeſaid; willing to render them firm 
'D 2 « and 


Ego Stephanus Dei gratii aſſenſu Cleri & Populi 
in regem Angliæ Electus, &c. Rapin, from W. Malmi. 
de geſt, leq. 
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and laſting, we do give and grant to our 


Subjects the following Securities, namely, 
that the Barons may chuſe five- and- twenty 
Barons of the Kingdom, whom they think 
convenient, who ſhall take Care, with all 
their Might, to hold and obſerve, and 
cauſe to be obſerved, the Peace and Li- 
berties we have granted, and by this our 


Charter have confirmed. So as that, if 


we, our Juſticiary, or Baiiiffs, or any of 
our Othcers, ſhall in any Calc fail in the 
Performance of them towards any Perſon, 
or ſhall tranſgreſs againſt any of theſe Ar- 
ticles of Peace and Security, and the Ot- 
fence is made known to four of the afore- 
mentioned twenty-five Barons, the ſaid 
four Barons ſhall repair to us, or to our 
Juſticiary, if we ſhould be out the Realm, 
and, laying open their Grievances, ſhall 
petition to have it redreſsd without De- 
lay; and if it is not redreſſed by us, or 
if we ſhould chance to be out of the 
Realm, if it is not redreſſed by our Juſticia- 
ry within forty Days, reckoning from the 
Time it has been made known to us, or to 
our Juſticiary, if we ſhould be out of the 
Realm; the four Barons aforeſaid, ſhall 
lay the Cauſe before the reſt of the five- 
and-twenty Barons, and thoſe five-and- 
twenty Barons, together with the Com- 
munity of the whole Kingdom, ſhall diſ- 
train and aggrieve us by all poſſible 
Means, namely, by ſeizing our Caſtles, 

: | „Lands, 
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Lands, and Poſſeſſions, and in any other 
manner they can, till the Grievance is 
« redrefſed according to their Pleaſure, ſa- 
« ving harmleſs our Perſon, and the Perſons 
* of our Queen and Children; and when 
« jt is redreſſed, they ſhall obey us as before. 
71. © And any Perſon whatſocver in the 
“ Kingdom, may ſwear to obey the Orders 
0 of the aforeſaid five-and-twenty Barons in 
* the Execution of the Premiſſes, and that 
< he will diſtreſs us jointly with them to 
* the utmoſt of his Power, and we give 
6e publick and free Liberty to any one that 
« will {wear to them, and never will hin- 
* der any one from taking the ſame Oath.” 
As the granting this Charter was not an 
Act of Bounty but Neceſlity, that King made 
ſeveral Attempts to ſhake off this Curb to 
his arbitrary and avaricious Paſſions, in 
which he was imitated by ſome of his Suc- 
ceſſors, but in vain; our Anceſtors (not- 
withſtanding the prevailing Superſtition of 


thoſe Times) had not yet conceived ſo high - 


an Opinion of the divine Right of their 
Governors, nor were ſo much prejudiced in 
favour of paſlive Principles, as tamely to 
ſuffer their Liberties to be vreſted from 
them at the imperious Will of an ambitious 
Monarch; and therefore whenever their le- 
gal Rights were notoriouſly infringed, and 


Remonſtrances proved ineffectual, they made 


no Scruple of oppoſing Force to Force, by 
which Means they have been enabled to de- 
liver 
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liver down to their Poſterity, that beautiful 
Frame of Government which ſecures Hap- 
pineſs to ourſelves, and makes us the Envy 
of our Neighbours. 

The weak or tyrannical Diſpoſ tion of 
ſome of the ſucceeding Princes, frequently 
renewed theſe Conteſts; the former by a 
blind Attachment to favourite Miniſters, 
who were too apt to abuſe the Confidence 
of their Maſters to the Oppreſſion of their 
Subjects, and the latter by uturping an ille- 
gal Power to themſelves, gave Occaſion to 
frequent Revolutions: In "the Profecution 
of which, the Rivals for Soverci-nty ſeem 
rather to have ſet forth the Neceſlity of a 
Change for the reforming ſuch Abuſes as 
had crept into the Adminiſtration of the 
State, than to have laid any great Streſs up- 
on their hereditary Claim : Whence it may 
be inferred, that as long: as the Peopie's 
Rights were inviolably maintained, nor their 

Properties invaded, they were not eaſily 
perſuaded to fall together -by the Ears, and 
involve the Kingdom in the Miſeries of a 
Civil War, for the Support of any particu- 
lar Perſons or Families private Pretenſions. 

The hereditary Succeſſion to the Crown 
doth not appear to have been eſteemed an 
eſſential Part of our original Conſtitution, 
but merely the Reſult of Cuſtom and Con- 
venience, till it was cſtabliſhed as a Law by 
the Authority of Parliaments, by whom we 
find the lincal Courſe of Inheritance to have 

been 
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been often interrupted, and various Limita- 
tions agreed to, according to the Exigencies 
of the State. Thus in the Reign of Ri- 
chard II. Roger Mortimer was declared by 
Parliament the preſumptive Heir for want 
of Iſſue of the King; but as the Miſmanage- 
ment of that unfortunate Prince had alie- 
nated the Affections of his Subjects, the 


their Grievances, and made no Scruple to 


proceeding to a new Election if he did not 
meet them; and afterwards he was diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed by Henry IV. in whoſe Favour [tho 
not the e the Royal Family in Deſcent] 
the former Settlement was altered and de- 
termined to him and his Heirs. The Weak- 
neſs of his Grandſon Henry VI. gave an Op- 
portunity to Edward IV. to obtain the 
Reins of Government, when all the former 
Acts in favour of the Houſe of Lancaſter 
were repealed, Henry VI. was attainted, 
and the Throne limited to the Houſe of 
Tork. All theſe Acts and Attainders made 
againſt the Line of Lancaſter, were after- 
wards ſet aſide, when Henry VII. came to 
the Throne, who was of that Line; and 
though by Marriage he had united the Ti- 
tle of both Houſes, he always ſtood up for 
his own, and would not admit his Queen 
ſo much as a Name in the Adminiſtration. 
In regard to that unfortunate Prince Henry 
VI. it may be reaſonably preſumed, that if 

the 


Barons aſſembled to procure a Redreſs of 


threaten the King with Depoſition ; and 
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the publick Affairs had been conducted with 
the ſame Prudence, and attended with equal 
Succeſs, as in the Reign of his Father, his 
natural Right would never have been called 
in queſtion, nor would Edward IV. have 
found any great Number of Adherents to 
ſupport his Title by Deſcent. 

In the ſubſequent Reigns, the royal Title, 
at the Acceſſion of the ſeveral Princes, was 
recognized, and the Courſe of Succeſſion 


declared by Acts of Parliament; and in theſe 


Recognitions it may be obſerved, that the 


Inveſtiture of Sovereignty did not depend 


ſolely upon the Courſe of Inheritance, but 
equally on the Determination of the Laws 
and Statutes of the Realm; and conſequent- 
ly no Perſon can have any legal Right under 
Pretence of the former, unleſs it is corro- 
berated and confirmed by the latter. 

This was the State of the Conſtitution at 


Queen Elizabeth's Acceſſion, in the 13th 


Year of whoſc Reign it was enacted, That 
whoever ſhould afficm, or maintain, that the 
Crown could not be diſpoſed of by Parlia- 
ment, ſhould be guilty of Treaſon; which 
Statute ſtands unrepealed to this Day. Her 
Reign may truly be faid to add the brighteſt 


| Luſtre to our Eugliſb Annals. How happy 
would it have been for the Kingdom, had 


her Succeſſors followed her glorious Ex- 
ample. 
No Prince was eyer received by his Sub- 
as with more Joy, On King James l. 
but 
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but his inconſiderate Profuſeneſs to unwor- 
thy Favourites, and his indigent Country- 
men, kept bim continually poor; and his 
imperfect Knowledge of the Engliſi Con- 
ſtitution, induced him ſometimes to attempt 
an illegal Extenſion of his Prerogative; 
whence Diſcontents and Murmurings aroſe 
among the People, and the Fewel was laid 
for that Fire, which was kindled by the 
Imprudence and Miſmanagement of his Son 
King Charles J and the artful Practices of 
the Seditious; whereby the whole Kingdom 
was after wards involved in Flames, and that 
unfortunate, miſguided King, fell a Victim 
to Rebellion: A dreadful Cataſtrophe, that 
it were to be wiſhed could be for ever bu- 
ried in Oblivion. 

The Reſtoration flattered all honeſt Men 
with the Expectation of an approaching Sun- 
ſhine, that the Conſtitution would in all its 
Parts be reſtored, the Laws duly exccuted, 
and our Liberties ſecured ; but how ſoon 
were theſe Hopes eclipſed ! King Charles II. 
was more inclined to Eaſe and Pleaſure, than 
to the Cares of State and Buſineſs of Go- 
vernment ; wherefore the tranſacting the 
publick Affairs was entruſted to the Direc- 
tion of Miniſters, who did not always con- 
fult the true Intereſt of the Kingdom, ſo 
much as their own privatc Paſſions and par- 
ticular Benefit. His Brother was unhappily 
ſo bigotted to the religious Principles he had 
imbibed during his Exile, that when he came 
to the Throne, the eſtabliſhed Religion, Laws, 
E and 


( 34) 
and Liberties of the Subject, were in the 
greateſt Danger by his raſh Conduct and miſ- 
taken Zeal. The Miniſters of Kings arc too 
apt in giving their Advicc, to be guided ra- 
ther by the Inclination than real Advantage 
of thoſe they ferye ; and it is not to be doubt- 
ed but King James II. was influenced by the 
Opinions of wicked or deſigning Counſel- 
lors, to purſue the violent Meaſures he did; 
but how poor an Excuſe is this? Notwith- 
ſtanding the Maxim in our Law, that ſays 
the King can do no Wrong, imputing all In- 
jury to his Miniſters, ſurely it muſt argue ei- 
ther Weakneſs or Wickedneſs in a Prince, to 
ſuffer himſelf to be directed by any one 
againſt the united Voice of his Subjects. How- 
ever this Diſtinction, without a Difference, 
may have gained Ground among us, it is pret- 
ty evident it did not very greatly among our 
Anceſtors. The Sentiments aſcribed to one 
of the firſt Perſiun Monarchs upon this Oc- 
caſion, are worthy of Notice. * « Miniſters 
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I << are as the Hands or Inſtruments of Kings; 
51 Men lock not for an Account of their Ac- 
N tions from themſelves, but from their Ma- 

A <« ſters; a King therefore ſhould look well 


: * to his Miniſters; for it is as vain to throw 
9 * the Weight of Crimes upon them, when 
I ** the People riſe in Rebellion, as it would 

4 


be for a Murderer to tell the Judge, that 
* it was not he, but his Sword that killed Bis 
LNeighbour. Bad Princes have ſometimes 
* had good Miniſters, but good Princes have 
* never had bad ones long.” The 
* Univerſal Hiſtory, Val. VI. from Beauchamp's E ups. 
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The manifeſt Violation of the fundamental 
Privileges of the Kingdom by this ill judging 
Prince and his Miniſters, gave occaſion to the 
Revolution; the Doctrines of Paſlive-obedi- 
ence and Non - reſiſtance, were ſtrongly preach- 
ed up during theſe two laſt Reigns, and the 
divine Right of Kings obtained, in ſome ſort, 
the Approbation of the Legiſlature; never- 
theleſs the People were too tenacious of their 
ancient Rights, to be perſuaded or bullied out 
of them; whercfore, in this Caſe of Emer- 
gency, they had Recourſe to the Prince of 
Orange, who thereby became the glorious 
Inſtrument of reſcuing us from being forced 
to comply with a Religion and Government 
incompatible with Liberty. The King with- 
drew himſelf from the Kingdom, upon which 
the two Houſes of Parliament, in whom were 
lodged the only remaining Power, as their 
Predeceſſors had formerly done, conferred 
the Exerciſe of the Regal Authority on the 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange, and made a 
new Settlement of the Crown in their fa- 
vour, and afterwards took the moſt effectual 
Methods human Prudence could ſuggeſt, to 
prevent the ſame Hazards for the future, by 
limiting the Succeſſion to the preſent Royal 
Family, under whoſe Auſpices the Advanta- 
ges are too evident to need any Eulogium. 

But notwithſtanding the Calamities where- 
with the Kingdom was threatened by the 
Mal- adminiſtration of King James, and our 
Deliverance from them by the Interpoſition 
of King Milliam, were fo very evident, there 
a werc 
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were ſome, who from a falſe Prejudice in 


favour of the Sacredneſs of kingly Power, 


and hereditary Right, obſtinately adhered to 
the abdicated King, and perverſely endea— 
voured to deſtroy the good Effects of the 
wiſe and ſalutary Meaſures at that Time taken 
for the Security of the Nation, which Opini- 


ons they have induſtriouſly handed down to 


their Poſterity, and thereby entailed upon 
them Principles that are not only obnoxious 
to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, but de- 


ſtructive to the Well- being of Society i in ge- 


neral, 
The Practice and Example of our Anceſ- 


tors, ſufficiently authorize the Preceedings at 
the Revolution, and ſo far was it from being 


= Breach of our Conſtitution, that it ought 


to be eſteemed a Reverſion to its primary and 


original Principles, and conſcquently a pub- 
lick Benefit, according to that known politi- 


cal Maxim, that thoſe Kingdoms and Repub- 


licks ſubſiſt the longeſt, that are the moſt 
frequently renewed, or brought back to their 
firſt Beginnings. 

The Methods then made ule of to provide 
for the Peace and Safety of the Community, 
were alſo conformable to the Practice of all 
other wiſe or free Nations, none of whom, 


as may be collected from Hiſtory, were ſo ab- 
ſolutely addicted to any Perſon or Family, as 


to continue a Prince in Power, whoſe Inca- 


pacity or Tyranny rendered the Liberties of 


the Subject precarious; nor would they ad- 
mit one that openly profeſſed a Religion con- 
trary 
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trary to that which was eſtabliſhed among 
them; nay, the latter has been deemed a ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon for Excluſion, where there has 
been no other perſonal Exception. Thus, 
among the Ancients, * Scyles King of Scy- 
thia, having imbibed from his Mother a 
ſtrong Affection to the Grecian Cuſtoms and 
Religion 3 and being diſcoyered celebrating 
the Bacchanalian Rites, (notwithſtanding he 
uſcd the utmoſt Privacy and Precaution) was 
immediately depoſed by his Subjects, and the 
Crown transferred to his Brother Ocrcoma- 
ſages, and afterwards his Life was ſacrificed 
to the Jcalouſy of his People, upon a bare 
Preſumption that he had intended to intro- 
duce among them a Religion to which they 
were averſe: And among the Moderns, 
Henry of Bourbon, tho poſſeſſed of the moſt 
ſhining Qualities, and all Accompliſhments 
neceſſary for a Prince, was, by the General 
Aſſembly of the States at Blois, declared in- 
capable of ſucceeding to the Crown of France, 
merely for being a Proteſtant; nor could he 
ever be acknowledged King, till he had re- 
nounced that Religion which was the only 
Impediment: And Sgiſinund, King of we- 
den by Inheritance, and of Poland by Elec- 
tion, was deprived of his hereditary King- 
dom, and his Children excluded, only for 
being a Papiſt, and endeavouring to intro- 
duce that Religion into his Dominions, tho 
in all other Reſpects he merited the Crown, 
and had the Affections of the People. 
The 
* Herodotus, Back IV. | 
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The Nature and End of Government in ge- 
neral, as well as of our Conſtitution in parti- 
cular, plainly vindicate the Neceſſity and 
Rightneſs of reſiſting every illegal Uſurpation 
of Power; Government was made for Man, 
not Man for Government, and conſequently 
the Happineſs of all its Members is the ſu- 
preme End of all Civil Societies. Some 
* kind of Regiment, as Mr. Hooker obſetves, 
** the Law of Nature doth require, yet the 
Kinds thereof being many, Nature ticth 
<* not to any one, but leaveth the Choice as 
sa thing arbitrary. At the firſt, when ſome 
_E certain kind of Regiment was once appro- 
* ved, it may be that nothing was farther 
thought upon for the manner of govern- 
ing; but all permitted unto their Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion that were to rule, till, by 
Experience, they found this for all Parts 
very inconvenient ; ſo as the thing which 
* they had deviſed for a Remedy, did indeed 
< but increaſe the Sore which it ſhould have 
* cured. They ſaw that to live by one Man's 
Will, became the Cauſe of all Mens Miſe- 
* ry. This conſtrained them to come unto 
* Laws, wherein all Men might ſee their 
“ Duties beforehand, and know the Penaltics 
of tranſgreſſing them.” The lawful Power 
* of making Laws, according to the ſame Au- 
* thor, to command whole Politick Societies 
of Men, properly belongeth to the ſame 
* Societies.“ Laws ſo made, muſt therefore 
be equally binding upon Governors as the 
| Governed, and the Tranſgreſſion of them 
* Ecclef. Polity, B. I. F. 10. alike 


N 


0 


4 


2 
. J - "_r * 
F ” 
1 4 
* > 7 — _—- a - — 

- — - - _ — 

2 * po — - _ - — 

ko, ; : i * = — FF * 8 — 
- - —— = — : = 2 40 — 
— =" — — Z - 2 - - = 3 — _ . -+ 
„ , * 5 > - - . ** 1 = - 
— — — — = — >» - —— 
_— - —_ — - = - * — — 
g — 4 * 4 be 
— . - — — _ — $- 
— — - —— — * « _— —_— - - — AZ I ST Su my — 
— — — : _ = l * — — Mo — — = 2 — —— — 
— * 2 — - - - ” , " 2 — — _ — =_ — ——- > — - — * — 
. 2 — — - — — 2 2 4 — Ft © — * —— — 
” | . k - 
— — 2 — 2 — . —_ — 
— : 2 — — 2 22 - - — hes. . oy "m : * - 7 4 


* — 
— _ 


5 
7 . 


. = 0 
— — 21 . 


. 
1 : 
0 o 
* 
£ 8 
8 N 
af 
1 
8 
Ty 
1 
*% 
| ; 
«8 
. 
_— 
N 
5 
Y 
IS 
4 
— * 
K 4 
3 
"a 
70 
Wo 
>, 
4 
— 
» 
dl * 
*2 
. 
p . | 
I | 
" b 
4 
* 
, * 
* 
g's 
6 * 


* 


. WW. . "ow ow 9: 


( 39) 
alike puniſhable 3 and theſe Laws alſo muſt de- 
termine the Meaſure both of the regal Preroga- 
tive, and the Subjects Obedience. From hence 
it muſt be inferred, that no Perſon can have any 
natural Right to arbitrary Power over his Fellow 
Creatures, and that every ſuch Power, whenever 
aſſumed, is inconſiſtent with Civil Socicty. Ir 
is the Happineſs of the Britiſb Conſtitution, that 
it conſiſts of ſuch a well · proportioned Diſtribu- 
tion of Powers, that the Dignity of the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate, and the Safety of the People, are e- 
qually provided for: Poteſtas Regis eſt Poteſtas 
Legis, ſays Brafon, the King derives his Office 
and Power from the Law, and is bound to cxer- 
ciſe the ſame for the good of the People, by whole 
Conſent both the King and Laws were made. 
The Liberty and Welfare of a great Nation, arc 
of too much Importance to depend on the Will 
of one Man, wherefore our prudent Progenitors 


have imitated the Wiſdom of other free States, 


both antient and modern, by circumſcribing the 
monarchical Authority within certain Limitati- 
ons, which would be uſeleſs and ſuperfluous, if 
it were unlawful to reſiſt any Prince, any farther 
than by refuſing to join with him; becauſe the 
Monarch would have no other Reſtraint upon 
him, than what aroſe from mere moral Princi- 
ples, which. equally affects the moſt abſolute Po- 


tentate : But the End of Limitations in Govern- 


ment, is that Princes may not only want the 
Means, but the Right and Power to oppreſs or 
invade the Property of their Subjects. 
Thus, Sir, by ſhewing the Folly of the favou- 
rite Principles of Facobitiſm, that hereditary 
Claims 
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Claims to Dominion have no legal, or rational 
Foundation, and that the Dodtrines of Paſſive- 
obedience and. Non · reſiſtance are repugnant to 
the Laws of Nature, the Dictates of Reaſon, and 
the general Practice of the wiſer Part of Man- 
kind, I hope I have, in ſome meaſure, cleared 
myſelf of the Scandal that was. cruelly imputcd 
to me: As I did not think a bare Denial ſuffici- 
ent Refutation of this Calumny, have been obli- 
ged to Prolixity, and ſhall ſubmit to yourſelf to 
judge, whether from the premiſed Tenets, it is 
probable I could entertain ſuch Opinions as are 
laid ro my Charge. A partial Way of Think- 
ing, either in civil or religious Matters, neceſ- 
ſarily inclines to Violence, both in public and 
private Affairs; while, on the contraty, Men 
of the moſt extenſive Views, are moſt remarka- 
ble for Benevolence and Evenneſs of Temper. 
Wherefore whatever part Providence ſhall aſſign 
me to act hereafter upon the Stage of Life, l 
ſhould rather chuſe to recommend myſelf to the 
latter than the former. 

I will not treſpaſs upon your Patience any lon- 
ger, by attempting to apologize for any Imper- 
fections of Stile, or want of Coherence, but pre- 

ſume your Knowledge of my Circumſtances, and 
of the Embarraſments of my Mind from a tedious 
Lau- ſuit, in which 1 cannot be ſo. ptoperly ſaid 
to have been oppoſed as perſecuted, will be a 
ſufficient Excuſe for Defects in this long Epiſtle, 
in which if there is any;thing uſeful, it is the 
Effect of your Commands, which will always be 
eſteemed Favours by, Sir, 


Tondon, Tour moſt obliged bumble Servant, 
bepr. 14, 1740. TL. 


